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Cruel, Inhuman, And Degrading Conditions of US Prisons
Summarize the Issue
American prison supplies an unlimited share of cruel, inhuman, and degrading conditions to prisoners. The prisons are overcrowded, consists of violence and sexual abuse. In the time of the COVID-19 pandemic, the attention of the country has been drawn to the health risks associated with prison populations. The conditions in the prisons are a perfect ground for the spread of COVID-19. Many prisons have reported outbreaks and deaths yet the authorities would not consider releasing prisoners who are at risk of infection. Some people were taken to prison for very short sentences but ended up dying because of COVID-19. COVID-19 is not the only problem in these prisons, various health risks arise from the overcrowding and other threats. Some prisons have failed to even consider releasing pregnant people to protect them from the dangers of highly communicable diseases like COVID-19 (American Civil Liberties Union, 2020).
The Position of ACLU
ACLU has spoken against cruel, inhuman, and degrading conditions in prisons. The organization has stood against violence, sexual abuse, discrimination and threatening health status in US prisons. The most threatening prisoners’ rights issue at the moment is COVID-19. The ACLU has reiterated that the government is wrong in neglecting Americans who are at risk to face the dreaded COVID-19 virus without remedy. Prison administrators have neglected prisoners to survive on their own without supplying them with essential services and precautions. The ACLU recognizes that even though there are various health risks that people face in jails and prisons, COVID-19 has been the most devastating in the recent past. The ACLU has therefore called for considerate prison and jails policies that aim to protect lives rather than end them prematurely.
The ACLU has sued certain prisons to force them to protect prisoners from COVID-19 and other cruel and inhuman conditions they are subjected to. On May 26, 2020, ACLU sued to protect people at Butner Federal Prison from COVID-19. These people had been neglected since the pandemic started. They were not receiving any essential requirements to assist the fight against the pandemic.
The ACLU filed many lawsuits that aim to mandate prisons to release those who might be at risk in the prisons and jail systems. Many people suffer from diseases that are aggravating conditions for COVID-19. These populations are many in jails and prisons in the United states. Many prison administrators are not willing to release some of the vulnerable people to serve their sentences at home as they wait for the pandemic to be managed. This refusal to consider the lives of vulnerable people has led to death in various prisons and jails in the United states. The ACLU has been at the forefront of seeking court orders that could protect these neglected lives. Even though some court orders sought by ACLU have not come to fruition, the organization has laid strategies aimed at protecting life in prisons and jails.
The ACLU On the Right Side of the Issue
ACLU is on the right side of the issue of incarceration amid increasing inhuman and degrading conditions and health emergency needs like COVID-19. There has never been a time in the recent past that a pandemic has brought the world to a standstill. The American prisons and jails cannot pretend to operate as usual when there is nothing usual in the world today. Unusual strategies need to be undertaken to ensure lives are protected in prisons and jails (Wurcel et al., 2020). The ACLU is right to demand the release of at-risk prisoners and supply of essential medical supplies and protection equipment to people in prisons. 
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